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University of Southern California
Children’s Data Network



— T. Field, Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2017
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Relevance
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[we have an ‘early warning’ system...]



Lifetime
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Birth Cohort 
Estimates
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[we miss child welfare encounters for children who moved out of state, e.g., age 6-
14, and then move back ]

[we do not include children who were born elsewhere, but moved to CA at a later age]
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Referrals
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Referrals
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Substantiations
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Substantiations
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Thoughts (and Questions)

1 2 3 4 5

Mission creep...child welfare systems were not designed 
to serve as an all-purpose family safety net.
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“The current flood of unfounded 
reports is overwhelming the 

limited resources of child 
protective agencies...”

• Initially, mandatory reporting laws applied only to 
physicians, who were required to report only 
“serious physical injuries” and “nonaccidental
injuries.”

• In the ensuing years, however, increased public 
and professional attention, sparked in part by the 
number of abused children revealed by these 
initial reporting laws, led many states to expand 
their reporting requirements.
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50%
Unintentional 
infant injury 
deaths

50% 
inflicted infant 
injury deaths

high risk

low risk

50%
Hospitalization 
for maltreatment 
injury by age 2

46%
SUID

[New Zealand Data]
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“Mutual Obligation”

• Broader social safety net for families – but strong 
sense that government should act to protect 
children when parents do not fulfill their 
caregiving obligations. 

• Informal review of US child protection cases? 
Danish child welfare workers were surprised by 
the inaction of our system...



ehornste@usc.edu
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